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Summary

The Importance of Developing Leading Universities
as an Engine for Regional Innovation Systems in the Arab States
Considering the successful experiences of some of the leading cluster groups

Dr. Asmaa Belmihoub
University of Borj Bou Arrerig — Algeria
Member of the Laboratory of Studies and Research in Rural Development (LERDR) — Borj
Bou Arreij Tower

This Paper aims to rethink the cooperation "university - Industry™ as a regional system of
innovation, to understand the way universities can be drivers for innovative process in their
regions. Today, universities are developing new roles in addition to their traditional role in
education and research. They are gradually becoming “entrepreneurs” through the transfer of
technology to the business sector, as well as the commercialization of knowledge. This can be
done through dynamic relationships with industry administration and associations by creating
clusters. This kind of regional partnerships between science sphere and business sphere has been
conceptualized in helix models, such as the Triple, Quadruple or Quintuple Helix models. It was
later used to understand the importance of bringing entrepreneurial universities into regional
innovation systems. Many universities in Arab countries are developing their performance and
competitiveness, benefiting from similar experiences of entrepreneurial universities in developed
countries. However, they still need an administrative and legal framework to integrate them into
innovation networks.

Key Words: Entrepreneurial universities, Clusters, Helix Models, regional innovation

systems.
JEL Classifications : 031, 035, 038, R11, R58.
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